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Informed Decisions...



Survey of  current practices



Jigsaw Read  with the 

Learning Leaders

• Five Hallmarks of  Good Homework 

• Homework: An unnecessary evil? … Surprising findings 
from new research 

• Why kids are better off  without homework 

• Elementary School Dumps Homework and Tells Kids to 
Play Instead 

• Six hours a week: Australian students record increased 
homework hours 

• NSW primary schools allow parents to permanently excuse 
children from homework 

• Students get to have their say on homework 

• Homework: What does the Hattie research actually say? 

• Debunking Homework Myths

• Alternatives To Homework: A Chart For Teachers

• Three Ways to Make Homework More Effective   

• Making Homework Meaningful for Students and Efficient 

for Teachers           

• A Teacher Decides to Dump Her Weekly Reading Logs    

• Advice for Parents on Homework    

• Making Homework Meaningful – and Less of  a Burden    

• Rethinking Homework          

• Homework: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly         

• Homework That Gets Done and Contributes to Learning



So many different perspectives...

John Hattie clarifies: 

“Homework in primary school has an effect of  around 

zero. In high school it’s larger. (…) Which is 
why we need to get it right. Not why 
we need to get rid of  it. It’s one of  those 
lower hanging fruit that we should be looking in our 
primary schools to say, “Is it really making a 
difference?” 



Discussion around potential guidelines

• Learning Leaders

• Literacy Coord

• PYP Coord

• EC Principal

• ES Principal

• Director



Guidelines shared with all teachers



PYP Homework 

Guidelines

As of  August 2015



The purpose of homework

• To encourage students to develop the confidence and self-discipline to 
work on their own, an essential skill for adult life.  

• To promote independent study routines 

• To consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding.  

• To extend school learning, for example through additional reading.  

• To support the home/school relationship.



Homework that enhances student learning

• is purposeful and relevant to students needs  

• is appropriate to the child's age  

• is appropriate to the capability of the student 

• increases student fluency 

• develops the student’s independence as a learner 

• is varied, challenging and clearly related to class work  

• values and involves the use of the child's mother tongue language



What homework is not: 

• Large projects  

• Tasks that require significant parental involvement for success 

• Completion of unfinished class work. This may be occasionally assigned but 
should not common practice. 

• Work for which a child has not yet developed the skills needed to complete 

• Excessive practice of an isolated skill 

• Any activity that has no link to the curriculum or students individual inquiry 

• A summative assessment task



Amount of  Homework

• Assigned on Monday, completed by Friday

• Teachers will not usually set substantial homework tasks to be completed for the next 
day.

• The time devoted to homework should increase as the student progresses through the 
school. 

• In addition to time for reading, a child should devote 10 to 20 minutes to homework each 
evening. 

• Children are not expected to spend more than 30 minutes on homework an evening 
(excluding reading). 

• Homework will not be assigned over the weekend or during school holidays.



AISB values playtime and downtime for students 
after school hours and therefore,  Kindergarten to 

grade 5 teachers will only assign a modest amount 
of homework that is felt appropriate to the 

students needs. 

Parents wishing for additional homework may  
consult the  grade level newsletter to identify the 
learning outcomes and assign additional work at 

home.



Teachers' Responsibilities

• implementing homework guidelines

• setting homework on a regular weekly basis   

• clearly communicating homework   (Grade level Weebly) 

• checking homework regularly 

• providing timely and useful feedback   

• ensuring homework is varied, challenging and related to student learning  

• explicitly teaching strategies to develop organizational and time-management skills giving consideration to other academic and 
personal development activities 

• discussing with parents  any developing problems concerning their child’s homework suggesting strategies to assist with their child with 
the homework 

Homework is not a punishment or a reward



Parents' Responsibilities

Parents can help their children by:

• reading to them, talking with them and involving them in tasks at home including shopping, playing games and supporting their
engagement in physical activities

• encouraging them to organize their time and take responsibility for their learning

• helping them to balance the amount of time spent completing homework, engaging in screen-based activities , playing sport and 
engaging in other recreational activities

• contacting the relevant teacher to discuss any concerns about the nature of homework and their children’s approach to the homework

• providing a suitable place where students can work

• making it clear to students that they value homework and support the school in explaining how it can help them to progress

• understanding that homework is one element of our educational program and does not necessary reflect all learning happening during 
school hours.



Students' Responsibilities

Students can take responsibility for their own learning by:

• being aware of the school’s homework policy

• discussing with their parents homework expectations

• accepting responsibility for the completion of homework tasks within set time frames

• following up on comments made by teachers

• seeking assistance when difficulties arise

• organizing their time to manage other obligations

• taking pride in doing their best.



All classes within a grade level will 
have similar, if not identical,  

homework.





Reading

Students in kindergarten to grade 2 are expected to read 10 to 20 minutes each evening 

Students in grade 3 to grade 5 are expected to read 20 to 30 minutes each evening

• Reading can be in English and/or mother tongue. However, reading in the mother tongue is strongly 
encouraged.

• Reading can be:   a parent reading to a child , a child reading to a parent  or independent reading. 

• Students will be held accountable for their reading. 

• Students may read any style they wish (chapter books, fiction, comics, magazines, news for kids, etc.). 
This can either be in printed format or online. It is important to note that boys often prefer to read non-
fiction materials.  



Spelling

• Grade 1 to 3

• 5  to 10 minutes an evening  

based on individual word lists



Keyboarding

• Grade 4 and 5

• Keyboarding without Tears

• 2 periods of  10 minutes



Grades 1 to 5 Math Skill Practice

• Students should be assigned  Monday through Thursday (inclusive) math 
practice  

• Each practice session should take no more than 5 to 10 minutes.  

• The practice should be assigned so that students are required to do a little 
practice each evening and avoid doing all math at once. 

• There should be evidence that the child has practiced skills at home.  

• Additional online math practice such as Xmath, Kahn Academy is both 
encouraged and optional. 



Gr 2 to 5  one open-ended math engagement

All math work will be 
centralized in a math 
homework notebook. 



Communication Prompt

Students in grades 1 to 5 are expected to have one communication prompt a week.  

• This is a task that will generally require adult involvement but does not require adult assistance 

• It must be directly related to student learning either through direct curriculum or a student inquiry 

• This may be used for a student to explore something new or further  develop his/her understanding 

• 'Research' projects that can simply be 'googled' are to be avoided  

• Teachers should be able to provide students materials needed to complete the task. 

• The teachers may offer students an option  in regards to the communication  prompt 

• This task should be open-ended enough to meet all students needs. 



Samples

• Select a question from the inquiry board to research. You will have to share your learning with 3 
classmates on Friday.  

• Students are given 10-15 words that are essential to the present unit of inquiry. Non-native English 
speakers develop this list of words in their mother tongue. Native English speaker may either find an 
additional 15 words to complement this list or find synonyms for these words.  

• Create a mind-map showing what you have learned in the past week.  

• Summarize something from the news that you found particularly interesting.  

• Give students different texts to read, they must be able to share their learning in a jigsaw activity in 
class.  

• Select a teacher question from the planner, students must interview 5 different adults to gain different 
perspectives related to the question. 



Single-subject (Art, PE, Music, …)

• Generally speaking, single-subject teachers do not assign homework.

• If homework is required that week, this should be done in consultation 
with the homeroom teachers and replace the communication prompt for 
that week. 





Why August 2015? Why not now?

• Students already have 
routines

• Requires class time to set up 
new routines

• Only 8 full weeks of  school 
left




